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R.B.’s Holocaust Survivor Story
I was born in Budapest, Hungary in 1938. At the time, Hungary was a right-wing 
country. When the Nazis invaded Budapest, my father was conscripted into the 
military, and my mother, my grandmother, and I were forced to move into the 
ghetto where we remained until 1945.

Life in the ghetto was difficult; there was very little food, and no one was 
allowed to leave 
without proper papers. 
One time, driven by 
hunger, my mom 
gathered the courage to 
go outside the ghetto 
and brought back some 
meat. She found a dead 
horse on the street.

My mother had nine 
siblings, but only four 
sisters survived the 
war. Two of her sisters 
were in concentration 
camps. All the men and 
children perished at the 
hands of the Nazis.

My Aunt Etta had two 
boys. In 1943, when the Germans came, the boys were shot in front of the house. 
My Aunt Margaret wound up in Auschwitz under Dr. Mengele. She was pregnant 
and wound up losing the child. I am the only male child who survived the war. 
My father never returned; he was listed as a missing person.

In 1945, when the Russians liberated the ghetto, my family returned to our 
apartment and discovered a Hungarian Nazi family was living there. As a result, 
we had to move into my grandmother’s tiny apartment, which had not been 

confiscated because she lived on a higher 
floor without an elevator.

In 1956, after the Hungarian uprising, I 
traveled to Austria and Germany before 
receiving permission to go to the United 

States. The Russians 
were still present in 
Hungary in 1957 and 
those who left were 
labeled as traitors.

I reunited with my 
uncle, who was 
residing on the Upper 
West Side of New York 
City, and I became a 
United States citizen 
in 1964.

One of my first jobs 
was as a cashier at the 
B. Altman department 
store. Later, I worked 
at Columbia University 
Faculty House as a 

waiter and a bartender until retirement.

After I received my citizenship, I was able to 
return to Hungary to visit my mother yearly 
until she passed away in 1972. Although I 
live alone now, my cousin and his wife live in 
Boston, and we keep in touch.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

Aunt Eta, her husband Uncle Charlie, Aunt Margaret, Helen, a family 
friend, Aunt Roza, and Paula, my mom.
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Celebrating 10 YearsCelebrating 10 YearsCelebrating 10 Years
Dear Friends,

This year marks the program’s tenth anniversary. I am grateful for the unwavering 
support of our donors, dentists, lab partners, dental schools, social service 
colleagues, and Team Schein. 

As the daughter of Holocaust survivors, I am filled with overwhelming pride as our 
community fights antisemitism and provides economically vulnerable survivors 
with access to oral care, thereby increasing their overall quality of life. 

The program started as a three-year pilot. Through a decade of dedication, passion, 
commitment, and perseverance, we have created a transformative impact.

LOCATION: started in nine cities, expanded to a total of 23 North American cities

PATIENTS: 148 treated in 2015, increased to nearly 2,400

NETWORK: initially started with 226 volunteer dentists, increased to 412

REACH: grew partnership that now includes:

	 5 dental schools:  
		  • A.T. Still University Arizona School of Dentistry & Oral Health 
		  • New York University College of Dentistry 
		  • �Temple University Maurice H. Kornberg School  

of Dentistry
		  • �Touro College of Dental Medicine at New York Medical College

		  • �University of Pennsylvania School of Dental Medicine

	 3 Program Partner Labs and many others providing 			 
the fabrication of appliances

	 30 Social Service Agencies

Reaching this milestone has forced me to reflect on this 
journey and the difference we have made. I extend heartfelt 
thanks to my board; your belief in the program (and me) 
has been instrumental to its success. Thank you for your 
enthusiasm and partnership.

The October 7th attack on Israel and subsequent attacks on 
the Jewish community triggers survivors. They are reminded 

of the inhumane adversity they faced so early 
in life. These situations have reinvigorated 
my purpose to help Holocaust survivors age 
with dignity and respect. We must remain 
intentional and educate, uplift, inspire, and 
respect each other. 

#Never Again Is Now.

In that vein, I have introduced a new section to 
the newsletter. L’dor V’dor (from generation to 
generation) how families within our network 
are passing the torch. It is through this that we 
continue to honor our heritage and empower 
future generations.

The future holds the promise of Hatikvah 
(hope); it is up to us to decide how we act.

With appreciation and gratitude,

Bernice Edelstein
Executive Director

Program launch at the White 
House December 18, 2014

https://www.facebook.com/AOHSCOralHealthProgram
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L’dor V’ d’or is a Hebrew phrase that means from generation 
to generation.  It highlights the responsibility of one 
generation to pass on the wisdom and honor the stories of 
their ancestors to the next generation. This process allows 
us to learn from the past and work towards creating a 
better future.
Many of the dental providers participating in the AO-HSC 
Holocaust Survivors Oral Health Program and their descendants 
are dedicated to serving this vulnerable population.

Meet the dentists at Comprehensive Dental in Mequon, 
Wisconsin.

In 1944 Jack Teplin graduated 
from the Marquette School 
of Dentistry and opened a 
dental practice.

In 1972, Jack’s son, Stan 
Teplin, graduated from 
the Marquette School of 
Dentistry, and after a two-
year stint in the Air Force, 
Stan joined his father’s 
practice, which they named 
the Teplin Dental Clinic.

In 1980, Marc Jacobson, 
Stan’s brother-in-law graduated from the Marquette School of 
Dentistry. He joined the family practice, and it was eventually 
renamed Comprehensive Dental Services in 1983.

In 1997, Stan’s son, David Teplin graduated from the Marquette 
School of Dentistry and joined the practice.

Looking ahead, in the fall of 2025, Stan’s grandson will be 
attending Marquette University School of Dentistry!

The dentists in the practice volunteer for the AO-HSC Holocaust 
Survivors Oral Health Program to give back to those in need 
who have suffered so much and persevered through the worst 
atrocity in our history.

Stan has the unique perspective of being the son, father, 
brother-in-law, and grandfather in his role in the business. 
“With my father, he was the mentor, and the reverse happened 
with Marc and my son. Although we all learn from the past 
generation, the energy and new thought brought by the 

L’dor V’dor Holocaust Survivors Oral Health Program
youngest member always infuses a 
higher awareness of techniques in a 
profession that is evolving. 

On the other hand, the importance 
of dealing with patients in a kind 
and appropriate manner is often 
handed down by the older generation. 
I hear my father’s thoughts and 
professionalism in my conversations, 
and now I hear the same sentiments 
when David talks and explains 
conditions or procedures to his 
patients.” 

 “When we all work together, we 
have at least one laugh a day about 
something. That’s what is great about 
working with family.”

Dr. Stanley Teplin responded to the 
following questions: 

What causes are most important to 
your family? 

The most obvious items of importance 
to our family are equality for all 
people. We have participated, as have 
others, in multiple causes including 
the Jewish community and secular 
which speak to health care and 
providing for less fortunate to flourish. 
Over many decades my parents and 
my children have always tried to be 
available to help others in need.

What is the legacy that you 
would like The Teplin Family to be 
remembered for? 

Our legacy as I see it is to raise the next 
generation in the same compassionate 
manner and provide opportunities to 
all through both action and deed.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

Jack working on a patient, 1943 at 
Marquette Dental School Clinic.
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

In early May of 1980, our family began the long 
emigration journey to the USA, filled with many 
risks and unknowns. That process took us to 
Warsaw, Vienna, and Rome and, finally, on June 
28th, we arrived in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

America greeted us with bright sunshine, high blue 
skies, cleanliness everywhere that we had never seen 
before, and warm, friendly people. I won’t go into 
details about the invaluable help provided to us by the 
Jewish organizations in Minneapolis, without which it 
would have been much harder for us to adapt to life in 
this wonderful country – the USA. For a long time, we couldn’t 
get used to the abundance and variety of things we had never 
even dreamed of in the Soviet Union.

Our eldest daughter, Fieena, started working as a programmer 
at West Publishing Company on September 1. Our younger 
daughter started the 8th grade, and my wife and I studied 
English at the “Talmud Torah Academy” in St. Louis Park.

Gradually, we began to settle down: in November of the same 
year, Fieena got married, and my wife and I began working. 
As our English improved and with many continued education 
classes, my wife began working as a software development 
engineer, and I, as a quality assurance engineer.

Our younger daughter, Irene, graduated from the Institute of 
Technology at the University of Minnesota and married in 1988.

Before emigration, I dreamed of living in America for at least 
ten years. Reality turned out to be much kinder to us.  We were 
able to not only raise our children but are seeing our three 
grandchildren grow up into accomplished adults building their 
futures and blessing us with two great grandchildren as well. 
We have been living in this country now for almost forty-five 
years and are looking forward to our forty-fifth spring and 
summer of 2025.

When we retired, I began to write. For the last twenty-plus 
years, I have written eight books and several short stories. 
Amazon will soon publish my second book, “Evil Time.”  

I think and hope I am right, but looking back, I cannot explain 
many situations that happened to my family and me personally 
without God’s help.

Mr. and Mrs. Drubinskys with their daughters

Drubinsky Family

Back in the Soviet Union, nobody 
could predict what would happen 
to the family who applied for 
emigration. But, regardless of the 
dangers, I was fighting with my 
family for emigration.

I wasn’t silly to not understand what 
would happen to our family if we 
received a refusal, but I felt some 
courage if somebody or something 
was telling me that everything would 
be OK.   

When we came to America, we were 
lucky to meet very nice people who 
helped us to adapt significantly to 
a new life, culture, and everyday 
behavior

Obviously, we worked very hard 
to learn English, adapt to new 
engineering positions, and give our 
daughters a good education, but 
without friends’ help, our lives would 
be much harder.

In 1994, we relocated to Milwaukee, 
where we had the pleasure of 
meeting Dr. Stanley Teplin, one of the 
nicest people we had ever met.
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I am currently a patient of Dr. Richter’s dental practice, but I previously saw Drs. 
Rada Sumareva and Jacqueline Winter. I am grateful for the excellent dental care 
that I continue to receive through the AO-HSC Holocaust Survivors Oral Health 
Program, and I appreciate the friendship and support these dentists provide. I 
consider them my friends and family. 

Pursue an education and cherish your family deeply. Don’t let arguments or 
disagreements get in the way when you are together. Always remember to love 
your family, and never forget to express it, even during times when you may feel 
the urge to say something difficult. There will be moments when you want to 
say, “I love you.”

R.B.’s Holocaust Survivor Story cont. from page 1 

What is your hope for the future of the Jewish 
Community? 

I hope the Jewish Community continues to be a strength for 
my family and a source of inspiration to others. I have always 
been proud to be a Jew, and I hope future generations will 
have the same feeling long after I’m gone.

David’s graduation from Marquette 
Dental School in 1997

David, Stan, and Jack at the opening 
of Mequon facility in the early 1990s

 L’dor V’dor Teplin cont. from page 3 

“When we all work together, we have at least 
one laugh a day about something. That’s 
what is great about working with family.” David and Josh Teplin
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L’dor V’dor Drubinsky cont. from page 4

Our life became significantly better when we were introduced  
to the Comprehensive Dental office in Mequon, WI.

We are so obliged to Dr. Stanley Teplin, Dr. Marc Jacobson,  
Dr. David Teplin.  Dr. Stanley Teplin also connected us to the 
hearted people Dr. Alan Kimmel with “Oral Surgery Associates”,  
Dr. Tim Gainey with “WI Endodontic Group”, and Dr. Brian Watkins.  

While being in Florida, I had a teeth pain, and Dr. Stanley Teplin 
recommended me to the Dr. Sherri Bluth in Davie, FL.

We are very grateful to these wonderful people, great specialists, 
who brought the kindness of their hearts to help the Holocaust 
survivors. 

What causes are most important to your family?
My family cares deeply about Israel and its safety.  Especially 
following October 7th, we contributed to several organizations 
who are helping Israel in general and the IDF in particular.  
We also care about the Jewish community in Milwaukee.  My 
children support various Jewish organizations and my wife, and I 
contribute as much as we can to the Chabad of Brookfield. 

As I said, we left the Soviet Union mainly because of 
antisemitism. We know how terrible it is, and with great sadness, 
we are looking at how antisemitism grows in the whole World 
and, unfortunately, in the USA, too.  We hope very much that 
with God’s help, we will defeat these fascists sprouts.   
  

What is the legacy that you would like The Drubinsky Family 
to be remembered for? 

Our hope is that, first and foremost, we will be remembered 
as caring, loving and intelligent people.  We also would like to 
be remembered as determined and courageous.  Moving to 

Drubinsky Thanksgiving 2021

Mrs. Drubinsky’s 
80th Birthday 
Celebration

the United States at the age of 45 
with two children and ailing, older 
parents was risky and scary, but we 
were determined to give our children 
a better future and so we persevered.  
Looking at our children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren, we believe 
we accomplished our goals. Finally, 
we would like to be remembered as 
very proud citizens of this wonderful 
country.  For nearly 20 years, we 
worked tirelessly in different jobs and 
roles and thus hope that we, in some 
part, contributed to our country’s 
success.  

What is your hope for the future of 
the Jewish Community?
We have been very saddened, 
disheartened and worried about seeing 
antisemitism increase to the levels that 
we hadn’t seen in decades.  Our hope 
is that people will not allow history to 
repeat itself and that the division and 
hate we are now seeing in our society, 
as well as in other parts of the world, 
will subside and, ideally, disappear. 
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David H. Schneider likes to say he went into dentistry “to 
take care of people the way we would want to be taken 
care of, or the way we would want our family taken  
care of.”

Treating Holocaust survivors like family comes naturally 
to Dr. Schneider. His mother endured the Holocaust, 
and while she has had adequate access to health care 
throughout her life, he knows this isn’t the case for 
many others who survived Nazi horrors. “They’ve been 
traumatized by the Holocaust and traumatized by neglect,” 
he said. “This was a group that needed our care.” 

Dr. Schneider is one of more than 50 dentists who 
collaborate with JSSA to provide pro bono services to 
underserved Holocaust survivors in the National Capital 
Region through the Alpha Omega-Henry Schein Cares 
Holocaust Survivors Oral Health Program, a national 
public-private partnership.       

With the program’s support, Schneider’s practice, 
Periodontal Partners in Chevy Chase, MD, provides 
everything from routine cleanings to extensive implant 
surgery at no cost to JSSA’s Holocaust Survivor Program 
clients. With a healthier mouth, patients can chew food 
without pain or discomfort, improving their nutrition  
and overall health. And with a brighter smile, they gain 
self-esteem. 

JSSA arranged for 53 Holocaust survivors to receive no–
cost dental services in partnership with 47 local dentists 
and the Alpha Omega–Henry Schein Cares Holocaust 
Survivors Oral Health Program. 

Dr. Schneider thinks fondly of two generous patients who 
always come to the office bearing baked goods as small 
tokens of heartfelt appreciation.

“To see the smile on their face when they see that they 
have teeth again when they’re no longer in pain is so 
rewarding,” he said.

Reprint from JSSA 2024 Annual Report

DR. DAVID H. SCHNEIDER

Dr. David H. Schneider with 
his mother and his younger 
son, Julian.

David giving his mother a manicure.
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Heartfelt thanks to the many companies recently assisting in 
providing the highest level of quality in dental prosthetics and 

appliances necessary for the proper care of our Holocaust survivors! 

THANK YOU

We are incredibly grateful.

Mazel Tov
PIPs Drs. Wendy and Michael 
Spektor were recently honored by 
the American Jewish Committee-
Seattle’s Advocacy in Action Gala for 
their unwavering commitment to 
Jewish advocacy, philanthropy, and 
community service. Kol Hakavod!
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#Holocaust Remembrance
The United Nations commemorated International 
Holocaust Remembrance Day on January 27, 2025. 
This year marks 80 years since the end of World 
War II. The date is the anniversary of the liberation 
of Auschwitz-Birkenau Concentration Camp in 
1945. The theme of the ceremony was “Holocaust 
Remembrance for Dignity and Human Rights.”  
Holocaust remembrance keeps alive the memories 
of survivors and their previous lives of their vibrant 

communities, traditions, hopes, dreams, and of the 
loved ones who did not survive. It brings dignity to 
those the Nazis sought to destroy. Remembering is a 
victory against the Nazis and their collaborators and 
against those who today spread hatred, Holocaust 
distortion, and denial.

2

H O S T 

Ms. Melissa Fleming
Under-Secretary-General for Global Communications

S P E A K E R S

H.E. Mr. António Guterres
United Nations Secretary-General

H.E. Mr. Philémon Yang 
President of the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly 

H.E. Mr. Isaac Herzog 
President of the State of Israel

H.E. Ms. Dorothy Shea 
Chargée d’affaires ad interim of the United States to the United Nations

Mr. Dumitru Miclescu 
Accompanied by Ms. Izabela Tiberiade

Ms. Marianne Muller

Accompanied by Mr. Adir Miller, Mr. Jonathan Muller, Ms. Karin Muller Boimel, and Ms. Nicolette Muller Tsruya

Ms. Ginger Lane 
Accompanied by Ms. Beth Lane

L E B E N S M E L O D I E N  P R O J E C T  E N S E M B L E

Mr. Nur Ben Shalom, Artistic Director and Clarinet

Ms. Tovah Feldshuh, Narrator

Mr. Claudio Bohórquez, Cello

Mr. Michael Cohen-Weissert, Piano 

Mr. Christophe Horak, Violin

 Mr. Peter Riegelbauer, Double bass

Ms. Francesca Zappa, Viola

H.E. Mr. Vassily A. Nebenzia 
Permanent Representative of the Russian Federation to the United Nations

H.E. Mr. Stavros Lambrinidis 
Head of the Delegation of the European Union to the United Nations

Cantor Eric S. Freeman

W I T H  T H A N K S  T O :

The German Federal Foreign Office and the Permanent Mission of Germany to the United Nations for bringing Lebensmelodien,  
and the Permanent Mission of Israel to the United Nations for bringing Ms. Muller, to the United Nations.

Dr. Jonathan Richter with Bernice 
Edelstein at the United Nations for 
International Holocaust Remembrance 
Day January 27, 2025
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MARION ROSE WIESEL (born Mary Renate Erster in Vienna, January 27, 1931, and died 
February 2, 2025) was the wife of Nobel Laureate and Holocaust survivor Elie Wiesel.

Her family escaped Vienna when the Nazis took over, fleeing to various parts of Europe. In 
1942, they were smuggled to Switzerland and eventually arrived in the United States in 1949.

Elie and Marion married in 1969, and she became his literary and political advisor. She 
was his primary translator, translating 14 of her husband’s books from French to English, 
including the acclaimed 2006 translation of Night.

In addition to her translation work, she was an editor, humanitarian, and activist who 
marched for civil rights in the South. After Elie received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1986, the 
couple founded The Elie Wiesel Foundation for Humanity to fight indifference, intolerance, 
and injustice. They also created the Beit Tzipora Centers, named for Elie Wiesel’s younger 
sister Tzipora, who perished in Auschwitz, to assist and educate Ethiopian refugees in Israel. Marion produced several 
television programs and wrote and narrated the 1999 documentary Children of the Night. She held several honorary 
degrees and was awarded the U.S. Medal of Citizenship by President Bill Clinton in 2001. Clinton said he awarded her the 
medal for her “mission of hope against hate, of life against death, of good over evil.”

Marion Wiesel is survived by her son, Elisha Wiesel; her daughter from her first marriage, Jennifer Rose; her daughter-in-
law, Lynn Bartner-Wiesel; and two grandchildren.

May her memory be a blessing.

https://aohsc.org/
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THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THIS VITALLY IMPORTANT PROGRAM TO  

TREAT THE ORAL HEALTH NEEDS OF THIS DESERVING POPULATION

PROGRAM GUARDIANS  
THE CLAIRE FRIEDLANDER  

FAMILY FOUNDATION 
Peter Klein, President

ROBERT I. SCHATTNER FOUNDATION, INC.   
Sidney Bresler, President & Chairman 

SUSTAINERS  
HENRY SCHEIN CARES FOUNDATION 

Dr. Louis Sullivan &  
Stanley M. Bergman, Co-Chairs 

ANGEL  
BEDFORD HEALTHCARE SOLUTIONS 

Allen Finkelstein, DDS, CEO

CHAMPIONS  
HYMAN R. AND RUTH SHAPIRO 

FOUNDATION, INC. 
Robert Connell, President

THE DARWIN PROJECT 
Jonathan and Linda Haar, 

Directors 

SPONSORS  
Jonathan Eskow 

Leon Wagner 
 

FRIEND  
Bonnie Jeneba Charkey

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
HOW TO DONATE    

AO US FOUNDATION:   
 

Click on  DONATE    
OR CALL : 240-876-3330

AO CANADIAN FOUNDATION:  
www.aofoundation.ca     

Click on  DONATE    
OR CALL : 416-250-7417

https://crm.bloomerang.co/HostedDonation?ApiKey=pub_50853ebf-9591-11ee-96cb-0a3287177f03&WidgetId=23926785
http://www.aofoundation.ca



