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Alberto Di Porto’s Holocaust Survivor Story

My name is Alberto Di Porto. My family originally came from
Portugal, hence the name Di Porto, meaning “From Porto”in
Italian. Porto is a city in Portugal. My ancestors fled Portugal

during the Spanish Inquisition and eventually settled in Italy.

Fast forward to WW II. The Italian government, a Fascist

regime led by Benito Mussolini at the time, was an ally of

Adolf Hitler's Germany. When news spread that the German

Army was arriving in Italy to carry out the Final Solution,
many Jews who were able to escape Rome sought refuge in the mountains.

My father, Marco Di Porto, took his family, including my mother Enrica, my sister Tina,
my brother Settimio, and my maternal Grandmother, and fled to a town called San
Demetrio ne’Vestini in the Province of LAquila in the Abruzzo region.

Somehow, my family found refuge in a barn belonging to a local farmer. During this
time, my mother was pregnant at a late stage with my twin brother Cesare and me. At
night, my father would leave the barn and search for food to feed his family.

When it was time for my mother to give birth, she only had her mother assisting her
in the delivery. My brother and | were born tiny; thank G-d my mother was able to
breastfeed us. While | was big enough to survive, my brother Cesare was born so small
that under normal circumstances, he would have been placed in an incubator, but of
course, that was a luxury that was not available to them. Thanks to my grandmother’s
ingenuity, they placed a blanket in a makeshift crib and placed bottles with warm
water around him to function as a makeshift incubator.

So as not to attract suspicion from the local farmers, a month later, my father took me

and my twin brother to a local church and had
us baptized. To be completely convincing, he
declared that our last name was DI PIETRO (like
San Peter).

We were born on May 25, 1944, and a few
montbhs later, the war ended, and my family was
able to return to our home in Rome. Upon our
return, we had our Britot performed.

As an adult, | worked as a clothing merchant
in Rome, Italy. | came to America in 1984 to be
closer to my family that relocated here a few
years prior.

My current hobbies are cooking Italian food and
watching Italian movies.

Dr. Eggnatz was amazing; his office staff was
very nice, from the first contact and throughout
the treatment. Dr. Eggnatz did this from his
heart to help a Holocaust survivor in need, and

| appreciate it so much. He took care of a tooth
that was bothering me for a long time, keeping
me from eating. | am so much more comfortable
now. | would never

have been able to

follow through

with treatment if |

didn't have a kind

dentist providing

the work to me

through the AO

dental program.




Leo Falk’s Holocaust Survivor Story

| was born in Kiev (now Kyiv), Ukraine, which was part of the Soviet
Union until 1991. World War Il for the Soviet Union started on June
22,1942, five weeks before | turned 5 years old.

My father went to the front where he was killed in October 1942 at
the Battle of Stalingrad. | do not remember much about my father.
However, my mother used to say that some of my habits copy my
dad’s, e.g., the way | tie my laces.

Before the summer of 1941, it was known about the persecution of
Jews in Germany, her allies, and the lands under her occupation, but
the mass killings of Jews had not yet started. The majority of Jews

in Kiev wanted to evacuate, but it was very difficult, some staying for
different reasons -- but nobody imagined almost immediate death.
In 10 days, after Kiev fell to the Germans, 34,000 Jews were killed in
Babyn Yar -- a big ravine on the outskirts of the city.

Though Kiev fell to the Germans almost three months after the war
started, it was impossible for regular folks to get train tickets out of
the city. My older brother, 12 years old at that time, was taken away
by train by my mother’s friend whose husband had an elevated rank
in the army. Later

my brother rejoined our mother and me when we were far from the

fighting areas.

The only way for us to leave Kiev was on a barge, on the Dnieper
River. Perhaps, it was a self-propelled barge, without any motors,
going downstream. Riding this barge is the first event of my life |
can remember. There were only women, children, and the elderly
on the barge. The Germans knew that the passengers were Jews, so
they bombed the barge. Luckily, they missed hitting the barge, but
for me, it was like entertainment, the giant splashes of water from
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the falling
bombs were
spectacular.
My mother
pulled me
away under
the canvas to
protect me.

My next memory is either in
Dnepropetrovsk or Kharkov. My
mother and | were trying to board the
train. It was impossible to get tickets.
The train was about to leave, and

The doctors’ plot was a made-
up Stalin- era antisemitic
conspiracy of the early 1950s.
Jewish doctors were accused
of conspiring to kill leaders of
the Soviet Union. Those with

Jewish surnames lost jobs and
were arrested. Following Stalin’s
death, in1953, the new Soviet
leaders ended their campaign
against Jewish doctors.

several people were hanging on the
steps. My mother pushed me, and we
joined others on the crowded steps,
but nobody was permitted inside. | was
a child, so | was allowed inside, as an
exception. Inside the train car was not
crowded. Someone asked me where
my father was, and after hearing that
he was at the front, people demanded:
“Let the soldier’s wife in!” so my mother
joined me at last.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

Family photo taken perhaps in the spring
of 1941. | am about 4.5 years old.
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Shalwn!

| feel privileged to be a part of the outstanding community that we have
created. Our dental ambassadors, participating providers, program partner
labs, social service agencies, Henry Schein Cares, and philanthropic donors
are a force for good. We are now in our ninth year of what started as a three-
year pilot program and have donated over $4.8M in dental care to more
than 1,700 patients in 23 North American cities.

The Conference on Jewish Material Claims (Claims Conference) recently
issued a demographic report on Holocaust survivors, and here are some of
the highlights:

There are approximately 245,000 survivors alive globally, living in more
than 90 countries. Nearly one-half (49%) reside in Israel, 18% live in North
America, 18% live in Western Europe, with 9% of those living in France. The
United States is home to the most Holocaust survivors outside of Israel.

According to the report, 40% of survivors receive social welfare services;
61% are female, while 39% are male. The age of the current population of
Holocaust survivors is 77-100+. 95% are child survivors born between 1928
and 1946. Today, the median age of this group is 86.

Most Holocaust survivors alive today (47%) were born in the former Soviet
Union. Twenty-one percent of survivors were born in Africa, primarily in
Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia. 22% percent were born in Eastern Europe,
including Romania, Hungary, Poland, Czechoslovakia and

Yugoslavia. Approximately 10% were born in Western Europe, including
France, Germany, Austria, and the Netherlands. A very small number of
survivors were born outside of these regions. This includes those born in
Shanghai and others who were born elsewhere but who lived in affected

Bernice Edelstein

I
countries during the period of Nazi
persecution.

The AO-HSC program is well-positioned to
continue providing essential dental care
to this underserved population. It remains
committed to its mission to help survivors
living in poverty across North America age
with dignity, grace, and respect.

Wishing you and your family a safe and
healthy summer filled with love, laughter,
and peace!

With appreciation and gratitude,
Bernice Edelstein
Executive Director

Check out the new Facebook page. Like,
follow, and stay connected for updates,
stories, and inspiring moments. Together,

we are making a difference in the lives of
Holocaust survivors!

Facebook.com/AOHSCOralHealthProgram

If you have any suggestions for the newsletter including items for submission
(stories and/or photos) please contact me at bernice.edelstein@aofus.org

WHAT'S INSIDE

Kol Hakavod To The Exceptional Dentists
Participating In The Program

Thank You to Our Partners

Note To All Dental Panel Members
Thank You To Our Donors

Alberto Di Porto’s Holocaust Survivor Story

Leo Falk’s Holocaust Survivor Story

Message from Bernice Edelstein

We Need YOu! .....ccoveeeeinienniecinieiereceneeeeeeenenes 4
National Volunteer Week

© 2024 Alpha Omega Foundation

AO-HSC PROGRAM NEWS | 3



mailto:bernice.edelstein%40aofus.org?subject=

We Need Youl!

Volunteer your time and talent to treat a
survivor through the AO-HSC dental program.
Nearly one-third of Holocaust survivors live
at or below the poverty level, making it nearly
impossible to access the care they need.

RESTORE A SMILE,
YOU WILL BE GLAD YOU DID!

Thomks U6ou
National Volunteer Week is celebrated from April 21st
to April 27th. Thank you to our amazing dentists and
community partners! Your willingness to give your
time, energy, skills, and talents is greatly appreciated.
Your support enables us to continue fulfilling our

mission and serving this precious cohort so that they
can age in the comfort and dignity they deserve.
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Leo Falk’s Holocaust Survivor Story cont.

Eventually, we reached the Volga River area and spent
the war years there. Typically, in the Soviet Union,
children started school at the age of seven. Where we
lived, the school was far from our village so walking
there involved crossing the fields with the hungry
wolves. That is why | started

school at age eight when we

moved to a little more civilized

place. At least, that is what my

mother told me.

In 1946, we returned to Kiev
and, with some difficulty, got
back our room in an apartment
shared with two more families.
My mother worked as a clinic
registrar for many years, her
meager salary being the

only means of living for us.

But during the Anti-Semitic
“Doctors’ Plot” she was fired.
Luckily, our beloved leader and
teacher comrade Stalin unexpectedly died -- and my mother could
at least get back her job.

In Kiev, | studied and graduated from school with excellent grades.
My attempts to get a higher education at colleges failed because

no Jews were allowed admittance! Eventually, with some difficulties
(while working at a factory), | was admitted to the Moscow All-
Union Machine-Building By-Correspondence Institute. It consisted
of studying books, sending problem-solving papers by mail, and
going once a year to Moscow to take the exams. After six years, | was
awarded the degree of mechanical engineer.

It was still difficult to find a job and definitely, no promotions to Jews
in the Soviet Union.

So, when in the mid-1970s it became possible for a Jew to emigrate,
| did catch the opportunity and was admitted to the US in November
of 1978. | have always been interested in studying foreign languages
-- so | arrived with a decent knowledge of English -- and | started
working on January 2, 1979.

Now | have to tell you about my other passion. | like to travel. | did
travel in the Soviet Union quite a bit. But even inside the country,
there are some areas forbidden for Soviet citizens. Not to mention
abroad -- nowhere outside his/her own country, a Soviet citizen
could go! Somewhere in the world existed Paris, London, Rome, etc.
but for a Soviet citizen, all this might as well have been on the Moon.
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After working in the U.S.
for 2.5 years, | asked my
employer for a vacation,
without payment, for at
least a month -- but that
was denied. | decided to
quit my job, go to Europe,
and look for another job
after returning. | bought
a 3-month Eurail pass,
unlimited travel on many
European railroads. | did
travel a lot -- and on the very last day
of this 3- month pass, | fell under the
train at a small station in Greece and
lost my right leg above the knee and a
half of my left foot.

After spending 1.5 years in hospitals
in Greece and the US and another

two years until obtaining a decent
working prosthesis, | did not resume
my labor activities. My income is well
below the poverty level, but | do

not complain and feel comfortable
enough. Medicare and Medicaid cover
the majority of my medical problems.

Unfortunately, dental care is rather
expensive and hardly affordable for
me. So here comes the Holocaust
Survivors Oral Health Program. The
excellent care | have received for free
at Manhattan Oasis Dentistry from Dr.
Jonathan Richter and his team surely
enhance my optimism for the future.

LEO FALK
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KOL HAKAVOD TO THE EXCEPTIONAL DENTISTS
PARTICIPATING IN THE PROGRAM

BOSTON

At the ROFEH International Annual Gala,

the Grand Levi Y. Horowitz Legacy Award was presented to DR.
MATTHEW ZIZMOR for his volunteer work addressing the healthcare
needs of at-risk populations. His passion, commitment, and dedication
to Holocaust survivors in need is exemplary.

from left to right: Dr. Herb Birnbaum;
Dr. Matthew Zizmor and Nakeeia

Branche, office manager; Dr. Murray
Miller, Bernice Edelstein, and
Dr. Rose Dobrinsky.

NEW YORK

Alpha Omegan Periodontal Prosthesis
Twenty -five Years In Retrospect- Reprinting
There are times in one’s life that you can be so tunnel-

minded that you can miss the moment. Those are the Little did we
times when others will support you and guide you by know as dental
students that we

removing your blinders and expanding your vision to see
the path to enlightenment.

were in the midst
of giants. DR.

Many of us are fortunate enough to be where we are today because of just those AMSTERDAM
circumstances; we were able to leverage the guidance and generosity of our and DR. COHEN
teachers and mentors. There is not a day in my professional and personal life that | started the
do not feel the influence of my experience Periodontal
at the University of Pennsylvania School Prosthesis
of Dental Medicine graduate program of QENIT!:!UIEH omsgﬂg program at Penn Dental in 1957 and
Periodontics and Periodontal Prosthesis. generations of students have subsequently
There, under the watchful guidance of - learned from professors whom they trained
men and women who were truly titans in in the art and science of dentistry. We had
the profession, | was not only taught how no idea how lucky we were. Of course, now
to diagnose and treat the challenges of we do—and we appreciate our amazing
dentistry but how to diagnose and treat education.
the challenges of life. Periodontal

Prosthesis Gail Schupak, DMD
Jonathan Richter, DDS, FAGD Tweniy-fve Years Penn Periodontal Prosthesis Class of ‘83
Penn Periodontal Prosthesis feospeet Past International President,
Class of ‘92 Alpha Omega Dental Society 2022-2023

R E A D M o R E magazine of alpha omega international dental fraternity
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THANKYOU TO OUR PROVIDERS

ARIZONA

Note Received From JFCSAZ:

Thank you, DR. FIALKOFF! Yetta saw Dr. Fialkoff for
dental care for over four months. She had a broken
tooth root removed, which required surgery. He
created a partial, as she had several missing teeth on
the bottom left-hand side, which made it impossible
to eat on that side. Dr. Fialkoff was caring and kind.
He made sure that her mouth had completely healed
before concluding treatment. He also ensured the
partial was set perfectly. Everyone in the office was
so helpful. Yetta is thrilled with her teeth and highly
recommends Dr Fialkoff to anyone and everyone.

B O S TO N can make a person quite nervous, but each member of your office
staff, beginning with them who are at the reception desk and fol-
lowed through the whole place by all others, skillfully relieve our
tension with a welcoming smile and reassuring friendliness.

For us, who came from the former USSR, where, as one knows, the
people were not at all spoiled by human courtesy, and especially
for those of us who experienced the terrible shadow of the Holo-
caust, such an environment becomes exceptionally valuable.

And when, sitting during an appointment in a comfortable chair
and looking at the ever-changing beautiful landscapes on the TV
screen in front of us, and listening to your, doctor Spitz, quietly
sounding purring tune, while at the same time yours and your
assistance’s sure hands are working with high efficiency and
calm confidence , we relax with relief, and enjoy the fact that the
humming of the frighteningly grinding of drills and the cold faces

Dear Dr. Spitz and the staff of the “Smileboston” dental office! A 010 AT CEIE I o Cle ¢ i L B0 T B ) SR (e i

My husband Alex G. and I are glad to express our true gratitude to
you and to the people who work in your office for the exceptional
treatment that we are experiencing when visiting “Smileboston”.
Every time when we are entering the office, we are not only confi-
dent that we will receive help at the highest professional level, but
we also know that we will find ourselves in an ambience of human
support and understanding.

Dear Dr. Spitz, we are especially grateful for your exceptional
willingness and readiness to take on the offer from the Holocaust
Survivors Office concerning the care for the well-being of people
whose lives were severely touched by the Holocaust. Thank you
that you have not forgotten and can still feel the inhumane suf-
fering of your brethren from Europe and have opened the door of
your office to them.

It is no secret that dental problems are not always pleasant and ARG HE) v SR e ke el uiiielieis, LGS Sl A 2 G

WASHINGTON, D.C. MONTREAL

Dr. April Linder-Pacheco
comment:

“Inga is so happy with her
crown! It fit perfectly. Thank
you to Jennifer [Smiley at
GCDL] and your team

for that!!”

Dr. Milene Abadi-Etingin with husband Greg Etingin
In NYC discussing the Montreal dental program with Bernice.
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NOTE TO ALL DENTAL PANEL MEMBERS

STANDARD DENTAL
This is a friendly reminder that if AR\ PR eee FeauTER o
you have any Encounter Forms/ Iggcggslttguwi"ors
Patient Claim Forms that have Program
not been submitted, please do T emere ) Senaier Foumcaon e unauewo R —
so now. Record the appointment ; 5
dates, the ADA or CDA codes i T
and patient initials and send to A
bernice.edelstein@aofus.org
If you require assistance with
a dental lab, contact Bernice g || cor 0F|=|CEUSE
Edelstein at bernice.edelstein@e
aofus.org or call 240-876-3330.
NOTE: Do not use a copy of
a lab slip. That will only Pieas eturn this form promptly o
delay the process. Crt o

Please direct any questions by calling Bernice at 240-876-3330.
Thank you for being part of the AO-HSC Holocaust Survivors Oral Health Program!

ALL INFORMATION RECORDED ON THIS FORM IS CONFIDENTIAL

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
WWW.AOHSC.ORG
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HOW TO DONATE

AO US FOUNDATION:
aofus.org

(d|ld €1 ) DONATE

OR CALL : 240-876-3330

AO CANADIAN FOUNDATION:
www.aofoundation.ca

(@ [1d'€13) DONATE

OR CALL:416-250-7417
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